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Who are the DSLs?
Jane Davenport has many strategic meetings away from school, therefore, Dawn Brettell has assumed the
role of Lead DSL.
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What is a designated safeguarding lead?
The designated safeguarding lead is the person appointed to take lead responsibility for child protection issues
in school. The person fulfilling these roles have all undertaken appropriate training and will have the skills and
knowledge required. The team within school will always include a Senior Leader. The lead responsibility for
safeguarding and child protection remains with the DSL. The DSL or a deputy should always be available during school hours for staff to discuss any safeguarding concerns. The responsibilities of the designated safeguarding lead include:
• Work with the Senior Leadership Team to ensure safeguarding is at the heart of the school ethos and that
all staff are supported in knowing how to recognise and respond to potential concerns.
• Liaise with the head teacher or principal to keep them informed of any safeguarding of issues especially
ongoing enquiries and police investigations.
• As required, liaise with the local authority case manager or the designated officer at the local authority if a
concern has arisen regarding a member of staff.
• Liaise with staff on matters of safety and safeguarding and when deciding whether to make a referral by
liaising with relevant agencies.
• Act as a source of support, advice and expertise for staff.
• Ensure child protection procedures are followed within school and make appropriate referrals.
You may occasionally be contacted by a DSL in relation to any concerns as it is part of our duty of
care to keep your child safe.

Safeguarding Bulletin
What parents need to know about YOUTUBE
YouTube is an online platform - owned by Google - where anyone can upload & watch video content. All
different types of information, advice & entertainment are uploaded & billions of people tune in to watch, rate
& comment on it. As a parent, it’s important you understand exactly what content your children might be
seeing.
INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT EASY TO ACCESS
Any child with a Gmail account can sign into YouTube & access videos. Some content is flagged ‘agerestricted’, but the platform relies on self-verification, meaning kids can get around the rules with a fake date
of birth. This could enable access to vulgar, violent & dangerous videos.
USERS CAN PRIVATELY CONTACT YOUR CHILD
When your child is signed-in to YouTube with their Gmail account, there are various ways they can send &
receive messages. This could be via the messages icon, or via the ‘About’ tab. There is scope here for users
who your child does not know to make contact.
‘CHALLENGE VIDEOS’ CAN GO TOO FAR
Challenge videos refer to a stunt you’re encouraged to recreate & film. Many challenge videos can be harmless & for a good cause, like the Ice Bucket Challenge. But some are dangerous & even life threatening.
YOUTUBE SUGGESTS RELATED CONTENT
YouTube will often ‘auto play’ videos based on your child’s viewing habits. The aim is to show related &
appropriate content. But the problem is: it’s possible your child will be exposed to inappropriate content that
isn’t accurately related.

What parents need to know about SNAPCHAT
Snapchat is a photo sharing app for mobile phones and tablets. The app allows users to share images,
videos and chat with friends through voice call or text message. Users can share images and videos directly
to specific friends, or through a ‘story’ shared with their entire friend list, which documents the previous 24
hours. In a study, Snapchat was ranked the 4th most negative app in terms of having an impact on young
people’s health and wellbeing, with children feeling that they can use the app Snapchat to “make you look
pretty.”
EXPOSING YOUR CHILD’S EXACT LOCATION
The ‘Snap Map’ lets you share your EXACT location in real-time through a map on the app. The user’s
location updates when the app has been opened on the device. There is a warning on the Snapchat website
about uploading images and videos to ‘Our Story’ stating that “snaps you submit to ‘Our Story’ can still show
up on the Map, no matter which location setting you choose!.” When uploading to ‘Our Story,’ your child’s
image or video could appear in “Search results and Stories on or off Snapchat - today or in the future.
ADDICTIVE SNAPSTREAKS
‘Snap Streaks’ are gained when snaps have been sent back and forth consecutively between friends. The
longer that snaps are sent between users, the longer the streak becomes. Furthermore, Snapchat rewards
users who have achieved high Snap Streaks, by gifting emojis, adding incentives for users to keep the
streaks. Children invest time into making their streaks as long as possible, which can put an incredible
amount of pressure on both themselves and their friendships.
DAMAGE TO CONFIDENCE
Snapchat's selection of filters and lenses are seen as a great way to enhance your ‘selfie game’. Although
the filters are often created to promote entertainment and humour, using the ‘beautify’ filters on photos can
set unrealistic expectations and create feelings of inadequacy. Children may strive for admiration and
appreciation by sending these ‘edited’ photos to their friend list. Judging themselves against other users on
the app might threaten their confidence or self-worth.

